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--- ENGLISH TRANSLATION ---

Historical Review: "Paper Son" and the descendants of Chinese immigrants (1)

From the mid-19th century to early 20th century, the "Chinese Exclusion Act," had a huge impact on U.S. discrimination
against Chinese immigrants. A fire destroying immigration files in California presented an opportunity to create false
identity cards allowing many Chinese to enter the United States as Chinese-American children; these people are known
as "paper sons." Here we introduce to you this little-known history.

56-year-old Steve Yee of the Sacramento, California Yee Fow Center, recalled his father, Joe Yee would often take
them to the Tang family association called the "Ong Ko Met" to participate in various events. The Ong Ko Met would
welcome his father as brothers and greeted him in Cantonese. Steve and his sister Lillie would often ask his father, if we
are Yees why are going to the Tang clan association? His father never answered. Steve said that they knew very little of
their father apart from him serving in the U.S. Army during World War Il and being awarded the Bronze Battle Star. Joe
Yee's life and his experiences remained a topic unshared.

Steve said: "Knowing of our father’s true identity often lingered in our hearts. Other people would talk about their own
ancestral home and family. They had stories of their grandparents or great-grandparents. However, we do not know
anything because my father never talked to us about those things. So, in our hearts remains a question: Dad, who are
you? Who are we? We would often ask him but his answers were always vague. In the 1950s, as ethnic minorities,
although we were born in the United States, did not feel as Americans, society viewed us as foreigners."

When Steve’s sister Lillie retired she invited him to help find his father's identity. Lillie said that her family has two adult
children. But until now do not know her side of the family’s history: "Now, schools give the kids assignments, they often
make them write or tell their family history. My son who is 25 was instructed to make a family genealogy diagram 15
years ago when he was in the 5th grade. When he made the family diagram, in addition to my immediate family, he had
no relatives beside my brothers and sisters on my side of the family because we could not provide him with that
information. Therefore his family tree diagram shows are full of question marks. | feel for my child, | would like to find the
answers to these questions.”

So, Steve and his sister Lillie remembered being taken to the Ong Ko Met by their father as children decades ago and
went to the Ong Ko Met Family Association in search of their fathers true identity. They found that many fathers that
came to the US in the 1940s came with false identities. They were called "paper sons" His father’s real surname must
have been Ong. The Ong family origin was in Guangdong Kaiping. Steve said, they found that when his father arrived in
the United States he was detained in San Francisco at the Angel Island Immigration Station, in custody for questioning
and answering to the authorities in order to determine whether his identity was true.

Steve said: "My father later moved to Sacramento and was part owner of a supermarket. As grocery stores began to
expand to supermarkets, his was one of the first of several supermarkets in Sacramento. The business was unique as a
Chinese business because it reached out to the Anglo community and enjoyed mainstream success. We lived in a
prosperous neighborhood and in a sense, achieved the American dream. But my father never spoke about his past as a
child in China nor coming to the United States as a paper son. His greatest fear was after having achieved the American
dream and all the children being native born Americans, if the authorities ever discovered that he was illegal immigrant,
he and their mother will be sent back to China."

Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation's Director, Eddie Wong said that the so-called "paper son" occurred as a
result of U.S. Congress passing the "Chinese Exclusion Act" in 1882.

Eddie Wong said: "When the Exclusion Act was implemented from 1882 to 1943, the law stated that unless the
applicant is a merchant, diplomat, student or the son or daughter of a U.S. citizen, Chinese people was not allowed to
immigrate to the U.S. Therefore, a lot of Chinese people pretended that they were Chinese-American born sons and
daughters in order to immigrate to the U.S. This was precipitated by a major earthquake in California in 1906 leading to
a San Francisco fire in which the city records were burned and all the files had been destroyed.”

With this incident, the Chinese saw a glimmer of hope to overcome the Chinese Exclusion Act, with its the long-term
discrimination against the Chinese, and immigrate to America. Some Chinese already in America took the opportunity to
falsely say that they had number of children in China and the authorities had no way of knowing if this was true or not.
Later, those fake identity cards were sold or given to others. Those entering the United States with forged or false
identity cards were known as "paper sons.” The United States authorities sensed this was happening and upon entering
the west coast of California, the Chinese were sent to the Angel Island Immigration Station in custody for questioning.
Through the interrogation, those that were deemed not to be who they claimed were repatriated.

Eddie Wong said that immigrants sent to Angel Island Immigration Station in custody for questioning were not only by
ethnic Chinese, there are other ethnic minorities. He said that in 1925, U.S. law included the exclusion of all Asians:
"Today, Angel Island, to some extent as a national monument, which records the tough U.S. immigration policy and
lasting character of immigrants. They not only endured extreme poverty in their own country and have experienced
untold hardships before being allowed to enter the United States. Their descendants, some opened their own business,
while others have become professional people, they all made an outstanding contribution to American society."

In order to reconcile the scars left by the exclusion policy, the U.S. government subsequently set up a plea amnesty
program hoping these "paper sons" would come forward to clarify their true identity. However, out of fear many "paper
sons" did not respond to the government's call, taking their true identity to their graves. The next program, we will
continue to introduce the "Chinese Exclusion Act," recall the circumstances leading to and analysis of the "paper son"
the history of practical significance.



